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as Secretary of State in 1910); "Hippopotamus" (Marschall
von Bieberstein); "The Sudden One" ("Der Plotzliche,"
i.e., the Kaiser); and "Uncle motu proprio" (the Pope).67
Kiderlen was a career diplomat with excellent training and
opportunities for observation. Entering the Foreign Office
in 1879 as a specialist in commercial matters, he had served
as Embassy Secretary at St. Petersburg, Paris, and Constan-
tinople (1881-1888), and then for ten years accompanied
the Kaiser on his journeys as reporter for the Foreign Office.
But some of his indiscreet witticisms were brought to the
ears of the Kaiser, probably by a jealous Admiral, and the
imperial displeasure was visited upon him by his being
"exiled" to Bucharest.68 As German Minister there from
1900 to 1910, he did much to cement the relations between
Rumania and the Triple Alliance. In spite of the Kaiser's
displeasure, Kiderlen's ability was recognized as so indis-
pensable that his advice was often sought by Billow. In
the winter of 1908-1909, during Schoen's sickness, Kiderlen
was at Berlin as Acting-Secretary of State. It was he, rather
than Billow, who brought about the Morocco Agreement
of 1909 and the final settlement of the Bosnian Crisis. A
year after Billow's resignation, when Bethmann needed a
strong and skilful diplomat at his elbow;, Kiderlen was at
last brought back from Bucharest for good, and given the
office of Secretary of State, made vacant by Schoen's ap-
pointment as Ambassador to Paris (June, 1910). For two
years and a half, until his sudden iteath at the very end of
1912, Kiderlen was Bethmann's spiritus rector at the For-
eign Office, casting his influence in favor of keeping Austria
in check, of good relations with Russia, of a naval under-
standing with England, and of the abandonment of all
67 E. Jackh, Kiderlen-Wachter, der Staatsmann und Mensch (2 vok,
Berlin, 1925), passim.   This delightful biography is lately made up of
selections from Kiderlen's letters to Hedwig Kypke.
68 E. Jackh, I, 100 f.